[Genetic alterations in primary aldosteronism].
Primary aldostéronism (PA) is the most frequent form of arterial hypertension. It is caused in the majority of cases by an aldosterone producing adenoma (APA) of the adrenal cortex or by bilateral adrenal hyperplasia. Recent advances have allowed to identify a certain number of genetic abnormalities involved in the development of APA or responsible for familial forms of PA. These findings have highlighted the central role of calcium signaling in this process. In this review we will discuss the genetic defects associated with PA and discuss the mechanisms whereby they lead to increased aldosterone production and cell proliferation. The possible consequences that this knowledge will have on the diagnosis and management of PA will be addressed.